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ahead of all other countries as possessors of colonies.   Only Germany
among the North Sea countries fails to be represented.
Another way of looking at the matter is to inquire how far the world's
colonial possessions belong to the seven great powers. Here, again, all
except Germany are represented. Italy's possessions are not so good as
those of Great Britain and France, as is evident from their small popula-
tion in comparison with their area, but they are of considerable size. The
Soviet Republic owns an enormous territory, but it is hard to say how
much should be counted as colonial possessions and how much as truly
Russian. In the table the republics of the Caucasus and Central Asia have
been counted as colonial because independent governments were there
displaced by Russia.
The United States might have held vast colonial possessions in the
West Indies and the rest of Latin America if it had so desired. As things
now stand the table shows Alaska, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines as the
country's main outlying possessions, but the inclusion of the Philippines
is only temporary. Finally Japan ranks with the Netherlands and France
in the'number of people whom it controls in conquered or annexed terri-
tory. If we include not only Chosen, Manchukuo, Formosa, and various
islands, but also parts of China now dominated by Japan, the Japanese
colonial figures become much larger. The fact that Germany alone of
the great powers is not included in the table is a weighty matter in any
attempt to explain the World Wars. Even before the first World War,
although Germany's outlying possessions had an area of 1,140,000, they
had a population of only 13 million.
Aside from North Sea countries and great powers the other countries
in the preceding table are ones whose days of colonial greatness are gone.
China, in its greatest days, held a larger outlying area than any country
except Great Britain and France. Spain's colonial possessions, aside from
the Canary Islands, are largely desert and of little value. Portugal still
holds nearly a million square miles in Africa and the East Indies. Aside
from the Azores, Cape Verde, and a few other African islands, however,
her colonial territory consists mainly of tropical scrub and savanna.
Hence it supports only 11 people per square mile in contrast to 21 in the'
outlying possessions of the United States, even though Alaska is included,
35 in those of Great Britain in spite of the vast waste areas in Canada and
Australia, 80 in those of the Netherlands, and 105 in those of Japan.
China, even more than Spain, represents a colonial empire that has
crumbled to pieces. On the other hand, Australia and New Zealand
might be added to the preceding list because they hold tropical territories
as mandates from the League of Nations. Taking the world as a whole
all the most progressive nations, aside from Germany, have outlying pos-

